Title: Male Prostitution Network

Article: Terms of Reference 

	Rationale: 

	Men involved in prostitution are one of the hardest to reach and most vulnerable groups of men in Scotland. Less is known about the circumstances and social contexts of male prostitution compared to the evidence base underpinning female prostitution. The health outcomes for this group of men are poor, with depression, suicidal ideation, attempted suicide, addiction, and sexual ill health including risk of exposure to HIV and other STI’s frequently reported.

The World Health Organisation define sexual health as:

“A state of physical, emotional, mental and social wellbeing related to sexuality; it is not merely the absence of disease, dysfunction or infirmity. Sexual health requires a positive and respectful approach to sexuality and sexual relationships, as well as the possibility of having pleasurable and safe sex experiences, free of coercion, discrimination and violence. For sexual health to be attained and maintained, the sexual rights of all persons must be respected, protected and fulfilled.”

In striving to achieve this, the Scottish Executive Strategy and Action Plan for Improving Sexual Health Respect & Responsibility states that one of the overarching aims of this strategy is to:

 “support everyone in Scotland, including those who face discrimination due to their life circumstances or their gender, race or ethnicity, religion or faith, sexual orientation, disability or age, to acquire and maintain the knowledge, skills and values necessary for good sexual health and wellbeing” (p.1)

Meanwhile, An Overview of Male Sex Work in Edinburgh and Glasgow, MRC (2003) highlights the need for:

“increased service provision and improved access to existing services for men who sell sex in a wide range of areas including: education; employment; counselling; psychotherapy; drug, substance and alcohol misuse; sexual health; sex addiction; self esteem; social skills; housing; financial management and personal safety. The study also points to a need for a review of the policing of street work, particularly in Glasgow; the need to address the impact of homophobia and homophobic violence and bullying in schools and within the care system, and the experiences and impact of physical, verbal and sexual assault in local authority care, particularly in secure units.” 

“At a policy level, the study emphasises the need to address the issue of male sex work in terms of preventing men from becoming involved in sex work, harm reduction during involvement in sex work and immediate and long term support to permanently exit sex work.” (p.134)

While Towards a Healthier LGBT Scotland highlights that:

“…homelessness and prostitution are often overlapping experiences…as many as 65% of gay male teenagers and 57% of lesbian teenagers living on the streets are engaged in survival sex”. (p.38)

The sharing of information and best practice is a valuable method in offering practitioners the means to achieve continuous professional development and work towards providing the best possible service to their clients in a bid to impact upon the above scenario.



	Values/Language:

	· The Network recognises and validates the right of men involved in prostitution to be free from exploitation and abuse, and to be included in shaping the services which aim to support them.
· The Network defines men involved in prostitution as males who engage in sexual activity in exchange for some form of payment such as: money, drinks, drugs, consumer goods or a bed or roof over their head for a night.
· This may take place in a variety of settings including private accommodation, brothels or on the street.
· The Network recognises that a significant number of men involved in prostitution do so as a means of survival behaviour rather than sexual behaviour. Prostitution is the enactment of this exploitation and as such is used as a verb. The word prostitute is never used as a noun to describe the person being exploited. Therefore, the term “men involved in prostitution” is intended to be a non-judgemental description, in the same way that the exploited party is not being judged when we refer to a child who has been abused or a person who has been sexually assaulted.


	Evidence/Need/Effectiveness:

	· As reported in An Overview of Male Sex Work in Edinburgh and Glasgow, Medical Research Council, 2003: “As the majority of men saw no real viable alternative , or simply felt they had no choice in selling sex, it was not surprising that their initial feelings surrounding sex work were ones of fear, apprehension and repulsion. Words frequently used to describe their initial experience of sex work included: disgust; scared; threatened; nerve-wracking; worried.” (p. 42)

· The report continues: “Many men described being caught in a vicious circle of poverty and deprivation. It was the acute need for money to pay for food, clothing, housing, child support and debts that drew them back into prostitution. Sex work was a means of survival for these men and one in which they felt trapped.” (pp. 117-118)

· Reducing the harm caused to men abused through prostitution is a key priority of NHSGG&C in its inequalities work.
· This priority is mirrored in the Scottish Executive report Partnership For Care, 2003: “Our objective is to improve Scotland’s health and reduce the health inequalities within our society. Poor health is strongly linked to deprivation and inequality. Our commitment to improving health in Scotland is integral to closing the opportunity gap… with a particular focus on the social groups most at risk.” (p.11)

· Existing model of good practice in terms of partnership working and information sharing since the establishment of the Glasgow Male Sex Workers Network in 2002, in an attempt to better understand the needs of men involved in prostitution and to start addressing their needs.


	Brief Network Description:

	This network encompasses the following activities:

· To promote the safety and health of men involved in prostitution by establishing a network of agencies who can act as a practitioners forum to contribute towards a greater understanding of the needs of this client group and influence public policy by:

1. collating evidence and research

2. sharing information within and outwith the network

3. mapping current services for men involved in prostitution

4. identifying service gaps

5. informing service development

6. ensuring user involvement

7. contributing to prevention activities.



	Network Outcome(s):

	· Establishment of membership.

· Delivery of at least four network meetings per year.

· Delivery of work outcomes as agreed by the network.
 

	Partner Agencies:

	· Aberlour Trust

· Gay Men’s Health

· Glasgow Community and Safety Services

· Glasgow Street Service

· Glasgow Works

· Independent Research

1. Judith Connell

2. Phil Eaglesham

· International Organization for Migration

· LGBT Youth Scotland

· NHS GG&C:

1. Archway Glasgow

2. Corporate Inequalities Team

3. Health Improvement – Sexual Health Team

4. Open Road

5. Sandyford

6. Thrive

7. Trauma & Homelessness Team

· NHS Health Scotland

· Say Women

· Strathclyde Police

· Terence Higgins Trust Scotland



	Budget: Nominal; to be agreed.



	Duration of network: Ongoing basis.



	Progress by end of 2009/10: Delivery of at least four network meetings or alternative learning opportunities.

Progress by end of 2010/11: Delivery of at least four network meetings or alternative learning opportunities.



	Network contact:

	Julian Heng, 123 West Street, Tradeston, G5 8BA. 

Email: julian.heng@nhs.net or phone: 0141 420 7284



	Locality: 

	NHS Greater Glasgow & Clyde locality boundary.










